
Gauhati High Court
The Gauhati High Court as of today emerged from 

the High Court of Assam. On 9th September 1947, the Assam 
Legislative Assembly adopted a resolution that a High Court 
be established for the Province of Assam. On 1st March, 1948, 
the Governor General of India promulgated the Assam High 
Court Order, 1948, under the provisions of the Government 
of India Act, 1935, establishing the High Court of Assam with 
effect from 5th April, 1948, at Shillong (the then capital of 
Assam, now in present day Meghalaya). Sir R.F. Lodge was 
sworn in as the first Chief Justice of Assam High Court on 5th 
April, 1948. 

The High Court of Assam shifted to the Old 
Commissioner’s Building at Gauhati on 14th August, 1948. It 
was subsequently shifted to a dome structured building (now 
the Old Block of the Gauhati High Court) on 20th February, 
1957, and then to its present location (now the New Block of 
the Gauhati High Court) adjacent to the mighty Brahmaputra 
river on 16th December, 2013.

With the creation of the State of Nagaland on 1st 
December, 1963, the High Court of Assam came to be known as 
the High Court of Assam and Nagaland. On the reorganization 
of the North-Eastern region by the North Eastern Area 
(Reorganization) Act, 1971, a common High Court, called 
the Gauhati High Court, was established for the five North-
Eastern States of Assam, Nagaland, Manipur, Meghalaya 
and Tripura and the two Union Territories of Mizoram and 
Arunachal Pradesh. The Gauhati High Court became the 
common High Court for the 7 (seven) States of North Eastern 
India after the Union Territories of Mizoram and Arunachal 
Pradesh attained statehood. 

With the establishment of separate High Courts for the 
States of Manipur, Meghalaya and Tripura on 23rd March, 
2013, the Gauhati High Court now has jurisdiction over the 
States of Assam, Nagaland, Mizoram and Arunachal Pradesh, 
with its Principal Seat at Guwahati and 3 (three) permanent 
Benches in Kohima (Nagaland), Aizawl (Mizoram) and 
Itanagar (Arunachal Pradesh). 

The Gauhati High Court has played a seminal role in 
the separation of the judiciary from the executive in the 
States of Nagaland, Mizoram and Arunachal Pradesh. The 

neighbouring States of Nagaland, Mizoram and Arunachal 
Pradesh with its colourful and diverse customary laws and 
practices are unique in itself. Handed down from generations, 
the customary laws and practices recognize the Village Council 
consisting of the elders of a tribe as the supreme decision-
making body of the village. Special provisions in relation to 
customary laws and practices conferred upon the States of 
Nagaland and Mizoram under Article 371A and Article 371G 
respectively of the Constitution of India have been staunchly 
protected by the Gauhati High Court in various landmark 
decisions.

The Gauhati High Court administers justice in an area 
having enormous variations, geographically as well as 
ethnically. Divergent laws govern the people of the region. The 
indigenous inhabitants of the hill areas are primarily adapted 
to the conciliatory process rather than the adversarial system. 
Some of the customary practices for settlement of disputes 
prevalent in this area are not only expeditious and lasting, 
but far more efficacious than the system followed in the rest 
of the country. The laws applicable to different areas may 
vary, but the entire area is administered by a common High 
Court. Notable legal luminaries, including Fakhruddin Ali 
Ahmed (former President of India); Keshab Chandra Gogoi 
(former Chief Minister of Assam); Dinesh Goswami (former 
Union Minister); Justice Ranjan Gogoi (former Chief Justice 
of India) and many others have graced the corridors of the 
Gauhati High Court and contributed to its development. These 
celebrated legal luminaries and countless others are the toast 
of the legal fraternity and this institution pays its homage to 
these great personalties.

The Gauhati High Court is celebrating its Platinum 
Jubilee on 5th April, 2023. On the occasion of the Platinum 
Jubilee year of the Gauhati High Court, the Department 
of Posts, Government of India, is pleased to issue a 
Commemorative Postage Stamp  and salutes its contribution 
in the development of the north east region of the country.
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xkSgkVh mPp U;k;ky;

orZeku xkSgkVh mPp U;k;ky; dk mn~Hko vle mPp U;k;ky; 
ls gqvkA 9 flracj] 1947 dks vle fo/kku lHkk }kjk ,d ladYi ikfjr 
fd;k x;k fd vle çkar ds fy, mPp U;k;ky; LFkkfir fd;k tk,A 
1 ekpZ] 1948 dks Hkkjr ds xouZj tujy us Hkkjr ljdkj vf/kfu;e] 
1935 ds çko/kkuksa ds varxZr vle mPp U;k;ky; vkns'k] 1948 ykxw 
fd;kA blh vkns'k ds rgr 5 vçSy] 1948 dks f'kykax ¼ml le; vle 
dh jkt/kkuh] tks orZeku esa es?kky; esa gS½ esa vle mPp U;k;ky; dh 
LFkkiuk dh xbZA mlh fnu] lj vkj-,Q-y‚t us vle mPp U;k;ky; ds 
igys eq[; U;k;k/kh'k ds :i esa 'kiFk yhA

14 vxLr] 1948 dks] vle mPp U;k;ky; dks xkSgkVh ds iqjkus 
dfe'uj Hkou esa LFkkukarfjr fd;k x;kA rRi'pkr~ 20 Qjojh] 1957 
dks bls ,d xqacnuqek Hkou ¼tgka vc xkSgkVh mPp U;k;ky; dk iqjkuk 
Cy‚d ekStwn gS½ esa LFkkukarfjr dj fn;k x;kA vle mPp U;k;ky; 
dks] 16 fnlacj] 2013 dks egkunh czãiq= ds fudV blds ekStwnk LFkku 
¼vc xkSgkVh mPp U;k;ky; dk u;k Hkou½ esa f'k¶V fd;k x;kA

1 fnlacj] 1963 dks ukxkySaM jkT; cuk, tkus ds ckn vle 
mPp U;k;ky; dks vle ,oa ukxkySaM mPp U;k;ky; ds uke ls tkuk 
tkus yxkA iwoksZÙkj {ks= ¼iquxZBu½ vf/kfu;e] 1971 }kjk iwoksZÙkj çkar 
ds iquxZBu ds ckn iwoksZÙkj ds ikap jkT;ksa % vle] ukxkySaM] ef.kiqj] 
es?kky; vkSj f=iqjk rFkk nks la?k jkT;&{ks=ksa&fetksje vkSj v#.kkpy 
çns'k] lcds fy, ,d gh mPp U;k;ky; dh LFkkiuk dh xbZ] ftls 
xkSgkVh mPp U;k;ky; dk uke fn;k x;kA fetksje vkSj v#.kkpy 
çns'k la?k jkT;&{ks=ksa dks jkT; dk ntkZ feyus ds ckn xkSgkVh mPp 
U;k;ky;] iwoksZÙkj Hkkjr ds 7 ¼lkrksa½ jkT;ksa dk mPp U;k;ky; cu x;kA

23 ekpZ] 2013 dks ef.kiqj] es?kky; vkSj f=iqjk jkT;ksa ds fy, 
vyx&vyx mPp U;k;ky;ksa dh LFkkiuk ds ckn ls xkSgkVh mPp 
U;k;ky; ds {ks=kf/kdkj esa vc vle] ukxkySaM] fetksje vkSj v#.kkpy 
çns'k jkT; vkrs gSaA bldk ç/kku ihB xkSgkVh esa rFkk 3 ¼rhu½ 
LFkk;h U;k;ihB] dksfgek ¼ukxkySaM½] vkbtksy ¼fetksje½ vkSj bZVkuxj  
¼v#.kkpy çns'k½ esa gSaA

xkSgkVh mPp U;k;ky; us ukxkySaM] fetksje vkSj v#.kkpy çns'k 
jkT;ksa esa U;k;ikfydk dks dk;Zikfydk ls i`Fkd djus esa çeq[k Hkwfedk 
fuHkkbZ gSA ukxkySaM] fetksje vkSj v#.kkpy çns'k ds iM+kslh jkT; 
[kwclwjr ,oa fofo/k ijaijkxr fo/kkuksa ,oa jhfr&fjoktksa ds dkj.k vius 
vki esa vuwBs gSaA ih<+h nj ih<+h pys vk jgs ;s fo/kku ,oa jhfr&fjokt] 

xzke ifj"kn dks fu.kZ; ysus okys loksZPp fudk; ds :i esa ekU;rk 
nsrs gSaA bl ifj"kn esa ogka ds cM+s&cw<+s 'kkfey gksrs gSaA ijaijkxr fo/
kkuksa ,oa jhfr&fjoktksa ds laca/k esa Hkkjr ds lafo/kku ds vuqPNsn 371d 
vkSj vuqPNsn 371N ds rgr Øe'k% ukxkySaM vkSj fetksje jkT;ksa ds 
fy, fd, x, fo'ks"k çko/kkuksa dks xkSgkVh mPp U;k;ky; }kjk fofHkUu 
,sfrgkfld fu.kZ;ksa esa –<+rk ls lajf{kr fd;k x;k gSA

xkSgkVh mPp U;k;ky; ,d ,sls {ks= esa U;k; lqfuf'pr djrk gS] 
tks HkkSxksfyd vkSj tkrh; :i ls fofo/krkiw.kZ gSA bl {ks= ds yksxksa 
dks vyx&vyx dkuwu 'kkflr djrs gSaA igkM+h {ks=ksa ds ewy fuoklh 
eq[;r% fojks/kkRed ç.kkyh ds LFkku ij lek/kku dh jkg pqurs gSaA 
fooknksa ds fuiVku ds fy, bl {ks= esa çpfyr dqN i)fr;ka u dsoy 
Rofjr vkSj LFkk;h lek/kku nsrh gSa] cfYd ns'k ds 'ks"k fgLlksa esa viukbZ 
tkus okyh ç.kkyh dh rqyuk esa dgha vf/kd çHkkoh Hkh gSaA vyx&vyx 
{ks=ksa esa ykxw dkuwu fHkUu gks ldrs gSa ijarq ;g iwjk {ks= ,d gh mPp 
U;k;ky; }kjk 'kkflr fd;k tkrk gSA ç[;kr fof/kosÙkk Q[k#íhu vyh 
vgen ¼Hkkjr ds HkwriwoZ jk"Vªifr½ ds'kc paæ xksxksbZ ¼vle ds HkwriwoZ 
eq[;ea=h½ fnus'k xksLokeh ¼HkwriwoZ dsaæh; ea=h½ U;k;k/kh'k jatu xksxksbZ 
¼Hkkjr ds HkwriwoZ U;k;k/kh'k½ lfgr dbZ vU; x.kekU; yksxksa us xkSgkVh 
mPp U;k;ky; dh 'kksHkk c<+kbZ gS vkSj blds fodkl esa ;ksxnku fn;kA 
;s çfrf"Br fof/kosÙkk ,oa vufxur vU;] fof/k {ks= dh 'kku gSa vkSj ;g 
laLFkk] ,sls egku O;fä;ksa dk lEeku djrh gSA

xkSgkVh mPp U;k;ky; 5 vçSy] 2023 dks viuh IySfVue t;arh 
euk jgk gSA xkSgkVh mPp U;k;ky; ds IySfVue t;arh o"kZ ds volj ij 
Mkd foHkkx] Hkkjr ljdkj Lekjd Mkd&fVdV tkjh djrs gq, çlUurk 
dk vuqHko djrk gS vkSj ns'k ds iwoksZÙkj {ks= ds fodkl esa blds ;ksxnku 
dks lyke djrk gSA 
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